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What is claimed is 




<^V/ wherein each 
cominunicatio 



r: 

evK 



functional i| 
information 
information 
environment 
device is 1 
the progres 
device and 
obta 
by said pli 



An ;.nter-device cooperative control method 
of a plurality of devices having a 
function communicates with another device, 
said inter-d^vice cooperative control method comprising the 
steps of: 

providing each of said plurality of devices with 
nformation including at least one of 
on a function possessed by a device and 
on a function to be performed on the device, 
al information on the environment in which the 
ocated, and status information which indicates 
s of at least one of a process performed by the 
a process performed on the device; 
ning information on a process to be performed 
rality of devices or information on a process to 



be performed on said plurality of devices, this information 



obtaining v> 
plurality o 
dete 
plurality c 
plurality o 
said functi 



tep being performed by an arbitrary one of said 
f devices; and 

rmining a process to be performed by said 
f devices or a process to be performed on said 
f devices based on said obtained information and 
Dnal information, said environmental information. 



and said status information, this process determining step 



being per forme 
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c by said arbitrary device 



2. The inter-device cooperative control method as 



claimed in cla 



environmental 
plurality of 



m 1, wherein pieces of information obtained 



by said arbitrary device are functional information. 



information, and status information on said 
evices . 

3. The Rnter- device cooperative control method as 
claimed in claim 1, wherein information obtained by said 
arbitrary device is a request for a process to be performed 
by said plurality of devices or a process to be performed 
on said plure lity of devices. 

4. Thq inter-device cooperative control method as 
claimed in claim 1, wherein said environmental information 
includes pos:Ltion information indicating a position of a 



device 



Th 



claimed in claim 4, wherein said position information 



includes at 
a relative j> 



e inter-device cooperative control method as 



least one of an absolute position of the device, 
osition of the device to another device, and a 
distance obtained based on a route which can be used by the 
device . 

6. The inter-device cooperative control method as 
claimed in claim 1, wherein said plurality of devices 
operate to perform a predetermined process, said 
predeterminfid process including changing of conditions of 



said operat 



inter-device cooperative control system 



composed of 



function, each of said plurality of devices communicating 



with anoth€ 
system comi' 



Lon . 



a plurality of devices having a communication 



r device, said inter-device cooperative control 
risirig^ 



environmen 



storage means for storing functional information 
including at least one of information on a function 
possessed by a device and information on a function to be 
performed (5n the device, environmental information on the 

:: in which the device is located, and status 
information which indicates the progress of at least one of 
a process performed by the device and a process performed 
Lce, said storage means being owned by each of 
^ity of devices; 

s for obtaining information on a process to be 



on the dev 
said plura 
mean 



meaifi 
said plura 
said plura 
said arbit 
environmen 



performed Ipy said plurality of devices or information on a 
process to be performed on said plurality of devices, said 
obtaining bf information being performed by an arbitrary 
one of saii plurality of devices; and 

s for determining a process to be performed by 
Lity of devices or a process to be performed on 
Lity of devices based on information obtained by 
rary device and functional information, 
al information, and status information each 



possessed by sa 
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Ld arbitrary device. 



8. The i]iter-device cooperative control system as 



claimed in clai 
by said arbitra 
environmental i 
plurality of de 



claimed in clai 
arbitrary devic 
by said plurali 
on said plurali 

10. The 
claimed in clai 
includes positi 
device . 

11. The 
claimed in cla 



n 7, wherein pieces of information obtained 
:y device are functional information, 
iiformation, and status information on said 
vices . 



9. The ii.ter-device cooperative control system as 



n 7, wherein information obtained by said 
e is a request for a process to be performed 
ty of devices or a process to be performed 
ty of devices. 

inter-device cooperative control system as 
m 7, wherein said environmental information 
on information indicating a position of a 



inter-device cooperative control system as 
;.m 10, wherein said position information 



12. The 
claimed in cla 
operate to per 
predetermined 



includes at lepst one of an absolute position of the device, 
a relative posfLtion of the device to another device, and a 
distance obtaijned based on a route which can be used by the 
device . 

inter-device cooperative control system as 
im 7, wherein said plurality of devices 
form a predetermined process, said 
process including changing of conditions of 
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including a 



said operation. 

A/ device employed in an inter-device cooperative 
control sysiem in which a plurality of devices communicate 
with one another, said device comprising: 

store. ge means for storing functional information 
t least one of information on a function 
possessed by the device and information on a function to be 
performed ofn the device, environmental information on the 
in which the device is located, and status 
which indicates the progress of at least one of 
erformed by the device and a process performed 
ce ; 

s for obtaining information on a process to be 



environmen 
information 
a process p 
on the dev 



mear 



process to 
mea 



performed ]oy said plurality of devices or information on a 



be performed on said plurality of devices; and 
s for determining a process to be performed by 
said plurality of devices or a process to be performed on 
said plurality of devices based on information obtained by 
other devices and functional information, environmental 
information, and status information each possessed by the 
device . 

14 The device as claimed in claim 13, wherein 
pieces of information obtained by the device are functional 
information, environmental information, and status 
information on said plurality of devices. 
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15. The device as claimed in claim 13, wherein 
information obt lined by said other devices is a request for 
a process to be performed by said plurality of devices or a 
process to be performed on said plurality of devices. 

16. The (device as claimed in claim 13, wherein said 
environmental information includes position information 
indicating a position of a device. 

17. The! device as claimed in claim 16, wherein said 
position information includes at least one of an absolute 
position of tme device, a relative position of the device 
to another device, and a distance obtained based on a route 



which can be 

18 . Th 
plurality of 
process, saic. 
conditions oJ: 



ased by the device. 

2 device as claimed in claim 13, wherein said 
devices operate to perform a predetermined 
predetermined process including changing of 
said operation. 



Vi 



